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1. Introduction

This paper is based on the findings of an international conference held in 2023 hosted by Aomori
Chuo Gakuin University, Aomori Chuo Junior College and Nguyen Tat Thanh University (NTTU).
Nguyen Tat Thanh University has a partnership agreement with Aomori Chuo Junior College in
Japan, on an early childhood education (ECE)training session for Vietnamese early childhood
educators, and on our continuing collaboration. The aim is to consider points relevant to the future
of approaches to education, based on an examination of differences between Japanese education
and education overseas, as well as on newly revealed characteristics of Japanese education. Below

are some activities in which the author participated in 2023 (Table 1).

Table 1: Activities of the author in 2023

International Conference

Presentation Title

2023.4

The 2023 International Conference on
Vietnam-Japan Cooperation and Development
-Human Resources Education - (ICVJCD 2023).
Aomori Chuo Gakuin University, Aomori Chuo
Junior College, Nguyen Tat Thanh University
(Figure 1)

Cooperation in early childhood education
between Japan and Vietnam

-Based on practical examples from the
curriculum of Aomori Chuo Junior College

Class collaboration practicum (Figure 2)

About Vietnamese education, Montessori
education, and STEAM education (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics)

2023.6

The 2023 International Conference on
Vietnam-Japan Cooperation and Development -
Possibilities for Further Cooperation — (ICVICD
2023) Aomori Chuo Gakuin University, Aomori
Chuo Junior College (Figure 3)

A study of the collaborative model teaching
values of altruism between Japan and Vietnam

2023.7

Class collaboration practicum

Montessori education and STEAM education in
practice

Early Childhood Education Workshop (Figure 4)

How childcare workers can interact with children

2023.8

International Conference on Science, Technology,
and Innovation for Sustainable Development
(STISD 2023). Nguyen Tat Thanh University
(Vietnam) ( Figure 5)

A study of multidisciplinary collaboration in
global human resource education and social
contribution - A case study of the Aomori Tanaka
Model




2. Characteristics and differences between early childhood education in Japan and
Vietnam
2-1. April 2023 Conference

Since 2018, our junior college has implemented a training program in Japanese early childhood
education for Vietnamese educators. The content of the program includes lectures on basics of
early childhood education characteristic of Japanese education, the role of childcare workers
according to Japan’'s common philosophy of early childhood education, childcare planning, and
children’s diet, as well as on observational visits and experiences at our university's affiliated
kindergartens. Model sessions included a school lunch experience and ECE educators’ free
exchange of opinion.

What was particularly impressive was that the Vietnamese people who attended were very
interested in the aims of early childhood education in Japan. A main characteristic of Japan's early
childhood education is that it is not aimed at achieving specific, strictly-defined goals for children.
Rather, it is regarded as essential that each child is seen to be working toward his/her goals in
their own way. The basic idea is that childcare works to create an environment where children
can work toward their goals with a feeling of enthusiasm. We do not measure Japan's early
childhood education by whether or not a list of targets has been achieved. On the other hand, in
Vietnamese education, all children must achieve particular educational goals, and childcare
workers are said to have to use trial and error daily in order to help them assess progress toward
achieving these goals. This point seems to be a significant difference between the two nations’ ECE
systems.

In addition, a basic principle of early childhood education in Japan is learning through play, and
childcare workers often engage in play with the children, while still fulfilling various pedagogical
roles. The childcare worker does not just provide “rules” but instead asks the child to create play
that will benefit the child’s development, thinking about activities together with the child,
supporting the child through any periods of hesitation, and allowing the child the freedom to think

and discover things independently.

Figure 1: Presentation
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2-2. Class collaboration

In a class on educational principles for first-year junior college early childhood education
students, we offered a lecture on the basic ideas of ECE in Vietnam, which is based upon
Montessori education (the mainstream in Vietnam), and on STEAM education, which is a strong
trend in education in recent years. Because of this, NTTU teachers gave two online lectures on
Montessori education and STEAM education, including a demonstration of how it is being carried
out at kindergartens at Nguyen Tat Thanh University.

In ECE in Vietnam, kindergartens are places where children are cared for. They also emphasize
education that incorporates experiential activities that enhance the professionalism of childcare
workers and allow children to think for themselves. The central philosophy seems to be
Montessori education. Montessori methods emphasize children’s independence; each child decides
what and where they will play that day. The structure is designed so that play and learning can
occur while maintaining each person’s personal space, so you cannot enter your friend’s personal
space or use his/her materials unless you get their permission to do so. The concept emphasizes
the individual, such as the child taking responsibility for returning toys to their original location. It
is said that childcare workers pay close attention to the structure of the environment both inside
and outside the school. so that the children can learn on their own. It seems that the essential role

of childcare is to observe. Childcare workers seemed to understand the child’'s growth by

observing and recording. The lecturer also spoke about the STEAM education he is currently
working on, as he constantly incorporates the latest findings. At Nguyen Tat Thanh University,
they work with children to solve problems in the geographical area where they live, and the
program seems to help develop the children’s problem-solving skills.

The main difference between the two countries’ educational philosophy as described in this
lecture is that while both Vietnam and Japan provide education that respects children’s autonomy,
Vietnam uses an individual-centered approach, while in Japan education is based on multiple
people/groups. In contrast to Vietnamese education, which emphasizes acquiring knowledge and
skills as part of early childhood education, Japan naturally places importance on acquiring
knowledge and skills but also places equal importance on education related to the importance of

social cohesion.
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Figure 2: A lecture by the vice president of Nguyen Tat Thanh University was featured on NHK
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Source: https://www3.nhk.or.jp/Inews/aomori/20230412/6080019261.html

2-3. International Conference, Early Childhood Education Workshop

At the international conference, the characteristics of early childhood education described for
Japan are educational content that emphasizes human nature being related to non-cognitive
abilities, focusing not only on acquiring knowledge and skills but also on human relationships and
learning through play and daily life. The author pointed out that education ideally fosters the
ability to move forward and develop a child's sense of humanity. Practical examples include
growing flowers and plants, properly returning toys after playing with them (working with
friends), neatly arranging shoes that have been taken off, and putting used slippers for the toilet
in their designated place. (We remind the children, if you happen to notice that they are
disorganized, try rearranging them even if you were not the one who placed them there
originally.) Although these things are taken for granted in daily life in Japan, I learned that they
are educational activities that are considered noteworthy among educators from other countries

with different cultures and educational philosophies.

A study of the collaborative model of altruism education’
between Japan and Vietnam
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A STUDY OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION IN GLOEAL
HUMAN RESOURCE EDUCATION AND SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION
- A CASE STUDY OF THE AOMORI TANAKA MODEL-

Figure 3: Presentation
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In the early childhood educator training for Vietnamese student-teachers in our past
collaboration, we have talked about Japan’s approach which focuses on group activities. As stated
in the Kindergarten Education Guidelines, one of the essential aspects of early childhood education
in Japan is “to lead a life appropriate for early childhood.” A life appropriate for early childhood is
“a life supported by a relationship of trust with teachers, a life in which children can gain direct
experience based on their interests, and a life in which children fully interact with their friends.” It
is said that especially younger kids need to learn and experience aspects of humanity that can be

gained through interactions with teachers and friends.
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| == . Figure 5: Early Childhood Education Workshop
As seen from the above, in early childhood education in Japan, childcare is centered around
activities in which children collaborate with friends. Education that fosters collaboration, a sense
of morality, and a sense of social norms through activities involving multiple people or groups is a
Q developed so that paying attention to the child’s feelings is considered necessary, and the
childcare worker participates in play together, trying to be close to the child’s feelings at each

moment.

3. Conclusion

This time, we were able to have satisfying mutual discussions about early childhood education
in both Japan and Vietnam through actual classroom practice in Vietnam, as well as through our
conferences and training sessions, and it was a perfect opportunity to expand our knowledge and
think about new ideas.

A main characteristic of Japanese early childhood education is the emphasis on human values. In
recent years, Japanese education has been attracting attention overseas as an area that should be
incorporated. Group-based education like that in Japan is essential for developing a sense of
belonging and a sense of social responsibility, which can be called the development of non-cognitive
abilities.

However, in Japan, people are not used to working independently, so they are at times reluctant



to have their own ideas and to communicate them, or to actively find problems and think about
how to solve them independently. For this reason, it has been shown that education from
elementary school onward in Japan should emphasize children’s independence and use of dialogue.
From now on, in early childhood education, while valuing education that fosters humanity, we
should also provide education that values the individual.

In the future, education must explore educational methods based on each country’s culture and
ideology while mutually integrating educational philosophies that resonate with other countries.

In this article I have mainly focused on comparing early childhood education in Vietnam and
Japan. Further research remains to be conducted in order to come up with useful individual-based
educational methods appropriate for group-based Japanese education. We want to continue
comparing many countries’ cultures, educational philosophies, and methods, to clarify the
significance of the fusion of overseas education and Japanese education, and to consider Japan's
future educational needs and methods.

Acknowledgments: This research is conducted with support from the research fund of Aomori
Chuo Junior College. I would like to thank Chris Fitzpatrick for valuable pieces of advice on the

English presentation of this paper.
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